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press conference and talk about the
progress. But it was something that
was close to him, not because of noto-
riety, but because he saw this as a way
to improve the economy of Rhode Is-
land, to link us more closely to the na-
tional economy. Indeed, even up to his
last days, he was working to improve
the infrastructure, particularly the
transportation infrastructure of Rhode
Island, a mission he began as our Gov-
ernor more than 30 years ago.

As my colleague, the senior Senator
from Virginia, pointed out, he served
with great distinction as Secretary of
the Navy. After his family, his State of
Rhode Island and the Marine Corps
were his great loves. These two pas-
sions—his State and the naval serv-
ice—helped mold his life and, indeed,
he in turn helped mold these great in-
stitutions—our State and the naval
service.

He served with distinction at a time
when the Navy was being stretched,
the tumult of Vietnam was spilling out
into our streets, and still we had to
fight a superpower adversary in the
form of the Soviet Union. He served
with characteristic vision, innovation,
and distinction.

He was then elected to the Senate,
and for four terms he has shown us all
what it is to be a Senator. In fact, it is
characteristic that Senator JOHN H.
CHAFEE literally died on active duty
serving his Nation and serving his
State as a Senator. He spent his whole
life in service to the Nation.

The respect for Senator CHAFEE also
emanated from the recognition that he
always had an unswerving commitment
to principles. He was schooled in the
hardest test: Always do the harder
right rather than easier wrong.

There are extraordinary numbers of
examples to attest to this dedication of
principle. I can think of several, but let
me just suggest that, again, before so
many people took up the cause of gun
control, Senator CHAFEE stood solidly
to control the violence in the life of
America, to reasonably restrict access
to weapons, to ensure that the lives of
our children are protected.

I can recall being with him at a rally
he organized in Providence, RI, where
he had Sarah Brady come in. We were
literally enveloped by a large group of
counterdemonstrators with bullhorns,
pressing in on us, trying to literally
disrupt this rally to control guns in our
society.

But anyone who waded ashore at
Guadalcanal and fought in Korea was
not easily intimidated. And he was not.
He not only stood his ground that day,
but he stood his ground every day to
try to argue for more sensible rules
with respect to handguns. And that is
just one example of where he did, in
some respect, the unpopular thing be-
cause it was the right thing to do.

This respect also emanates from the
recognition by my fellow Rhode Island-
ers that, more than so many others, he
always sought to find the common
ground that would bring different

groups together, that would result in
progress, both in terms of legislation
but more importantly progress in
terms of the lives of the American peo-
ple.

He was a pragmatist. He was com-
mitted to advancing the well-being of
his constituents and the people of this
country, and, indeed, the people of the
world. He was always looking for prac-
tical ways to do that. He was wedded to
the strong principles of the Constitu-
tion. But he was able to find ways,
through the details, to advance those
principles, to bring others aboard, to
move forward.

When he became impatient, it was an
impatience borne of the distractions
that we sometimes find ourselves in in
this institution and the posturing that
we sometimes find ourselves in in this
institution—because he was here to do
the job of the people of Rhode Island:
To improve their lives, to give them
more opportunities, to give them more
freedom, so they can use it not only for
their advancement and the advance-
ment of their children but the advance-
ment of this great country.

He had a special concern for children
and those Americans with disabilities.
It was a concern that he did not trum-
pet about, but it was a concern that
resonated throughout his entire legis-
lative career.

Today, we have done much to ensure
that the poorest children of America
have health care through our Medicaid
Program. And that was the handiwork
of JOHN CHAFEE—not through press re-
leases but through the hard work of
legislation, the detailed intricacies of
the Internal Revenue Code, and the So-
cial Security laws. He expanded cov-
erage because, while others would be
disheartened by failure of comprehen-
sive reform, he dug in and every day
advanced the cause of health care, par-
ticularly for children in this country.

He always had a special place in his
heart and in his service for disabled
Americans. I know that because the
disabled citizens in Rhode Island revere
and treasure this great man for what
he has done—again, long before public
acclaim or public notoriety. And why
did he do it? Because it was the right
thing to do.

In March of this year, Senator
CHAFEE announced he was leaving the
Senate and going home. Last evening,
he began that final journey home—
home to Rhode Island, a State made in-
finitely better by his effort and exam-
ple, a place that mourns but will for-
ever revere his service and take pride
in his achievements and inspiration
from his life.

In the words of the Poet William But-
ler Yeats:
The man is gone who guided ye, unweary,
through the long bitter way.
Ye by the waves that close in our sad nation,
Be full of sudden fears,
The man is gone who from his lonely station
Has moulded the hard years. . . .
Mourn—and then onward, there is no return-

ing
He guides ye from the tomb;

His memory now is a tall pillar, burning
Before us in the gloom!

Senator CHAFEE will allow us to
mourn, but insist that we move for-
ward to do the unfinished work, which
is the hope and promise of America.
And with him as a guide we shall. And
he would want it that way.

I yield the floor.
Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader.
f

DEATH OF THE HONORABLE JOHN
H. CHAFEE, OF RHODE ISLAND

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 206, and I ask that the
resolution be read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the resolution.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 206) relative to the

death of the Honorable JOHN H. CHAFEE, of
Rhode Island:

S. RES. 206
Resolved, That the Senate has heard with

profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
John H. Chafee, a Senator from the State of
Rhode Island.

Resolved, That Senator Chafee’s record of
public service embodied the best traditions
of the Senate: Statesmanship, Comity, Tol-
erance, and Decency.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the deceased
Senator.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 206) was
agreed to.

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor, Mr.
President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I join with
my colleagues to express our profound
sorrow at the loss of a dear friend and
an outstanding Senator. JOHN CHAFEE
was probably the finest gentleman ever
to serve in this body. We offer our sin-
cerest regrets, our sympathies, and our
prayers to his family.

I stopped by his office today and ex-
pressed my sense of loss to his staff. We
express, collectively, our deep sorrow
to the people of Rhode Island, but, be-
yond that to the people of the entire
Nation who in many different ways, in
many different areas, were served so
well by JOHN CHAFEE throughout his
career.

We have just heard very eloquent re-
marks from the majority leader and his
colleague from Rhode Island, summa-
rizing some of the many things that
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JOHN CHAFEE has done. It would take
several volumes of the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD to go through his list of
achievements and the things that he
has done for the least among us to fur-
ther the causes in which he felt so
strongly.

But I rise today to express gratitude
and to celebrate the legacy that he left
us. If you had to ask somebody: Who is
the most decent person that you know
of in politics? chances are, JOHN
CHAFEE would be at the top of that list.
He was a man, as has been said, who
had very strong feelings.

He fought hard for principles, but he
fought so with unfailing courtesy, with
compassion and kindness and consider-
ation for others who had differing
views.

I had the privilege of working with
him on a health care task force in 1993
and 1994. I sat in a room and listened to
him bring together people of very
strongly opposing views. Always, with-
out fail, he guided the discussions away
from bitterness, away from harshness,
into constructive channels.

I was pleased to work with him on
environmental and public works issues.
And he was a great leader of a com-
mittee that has very contentious
issues. He worked together with his
leadership. We made progress, some-
times in areas where people thought
progress could not be made.

I followed his work on so many issues
affecting health care and children from
his position in the Finance Committee.
He was there to move not just this
body but the country forward in assur-
ing that we would meet the needs of
children. Whether it was Medicaid for
poor children or the foster care bill
that he was recently championing, he
was always looking out for those in
need; but he did so in a manner that is
a good lesson for all of us.

When somebody got carried away and
attacked him, perhaps a little too
strongly, he turned it away with a
warm smile and understanding. When
views got very heated and the argu-
ments got passionate, he would calm it
down with a kind word and steer the
discussion and the debate back in a
constructive pattern.

When some of us had personal re-
verses, JOHN CHAFEE was there quietly,
as a friend, to lend support, to lend en-
couragement, and to let us know that
we had a friend, somebody who cared
for us. If there is one thing I hope this
body will remember, it is that record,
that unfailing, consistent pattern of
being, first and foremost, a concerned
human being who was a dear friend.

I hope that legacy can guide this
body, that all of us can strive to emu-
late his service, his compassion, and
his caring. As our thoughts and prayers
go out to his family, his loved ones,
and to all who will miss him, I hope we
will remember and hold high those
principles which he not only espoused
but he lived.

I am from Missouri. One of our slo-
gans is: Show me. JOHN CHAFEE’s life

showed us every day, every hour in this
body what a fine human being can do
to move the process of government for-
ward on a constructive path. I only
hope we can hold dear and remember
those lessons he taught us.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine.
Ms. COLLLINS. Mr. President, with

JOHN CHAFEE’s passing, the Senate has
lost a great leader, Rhode Island has
lost a great Senator, and I have lost a
great friend.

This afternoon I had the honor of
presiding over the Senate and was able
to hear firsthand the tremendous out-
pouring of affection and respect and
sadness from my colleagues, as they
came to the Senate floor one by one to
pay tribute to this remarkable man.
Indeed, Senator CHAFEE’s legacy ex-
ceeds that for which any of us could
have wished. He has been a leader in
his commitment to children, to im-
proving health care, to preserving our
environment.

I wish to talk for just a few moments
about what JOHN CHAFEE meant to me
personally. From my very first day in
the Senate, JOHN CHAFEE took me
under his wing. He was always there for
me. He encouraged me. He taught me
the ropes. He guided me, particularly
on contentious issues. He was always a
steady voice of reason. He taught me
how important it was to reach across
the aisle to attempt to achieve a con-
sensus, compromises based on common
sense. Indeed, he very quickly enrolled
me in one of his favorite projects, and
that was the Centrist Coalition, which
he chaired, along with our colleague
from Louisiana, Senator JOHN BREAUX.
Together this group of about 20 Sen-
ators would meet periodically to hash
out contentious issues, to try to
achieve a compromise on budget and
other important issues of the day. Al-
ways we were guided by JOHN. JOHN had
a tremendous ability to pull people to-
gether, to bring out the best in every-
one.

I also have so many other warm, per-
sonal memories of my time with JOHN
and his family.

Many of my colleagues may be un-
aware that JOHN had tremendous ties
to my home State of Maine. His family
for generations had a home there in
Sorrento. His father had lived in Port-
land, ME, and had owned a business in
Saco, ME, in the southern part of the
State.

I visited JOHN’s home in Sorrento,
and he very proudly took me all over
the community, telling me of his favor-
ite spots, taking me for a ride in his
motorboat. He loved Maine, almost as
much as he loved his beloved home
State of Rhode Island. He was a New
Englander through and through. He
brought a sense of integrity and prin-
ciples to the debates of the day, and he
had a sense of pride in his native region
of New England. In many ways, he was
a Senator for all of New England. I
know we always used to joke that he

was the third Senator from the State
of Maine.

As I got to know JOHN, his wife
Ginny and their children, I became
more and more impressed with the tre-
mendous accomplishments of this re-
markable individual. But these accom-
plishments you never heard about from
JOHN CHAFEE himself; he was far too
modest to ever blow his own horn. Lit-
tle by little, I learned from his family
and his friends of his heroic wartime
service, for example, as well as his tre-
mendous legacy as a superb Governor,
his service as Secretary of the Navy,
and, of course, his service in the Sen-
ate.

I remember once talking to his
daughter, Georgia. I said: Your father
has this tremendous background and
people don’t know about it because he
never toots his own horn. He doesn’t
tell people of his accomplishments. He
is too modest to do so. I remember
Georgia saying back to me, yes, truly
her father’s lifetime could fill up at
least one book, but that he would never
be the one to write it.

I hope, by our tributes to him today
and in the days to come, we will help
to write that book so all of America
may know what a great man, what a
great Senator, what a great friend
JOHN CHAFEE was.

I am honored to have known him.
The entire world has been enriched by
his service.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kentucky.
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I

first met Senator CHAFEE in December
of 1984. We had a small incoming Re-
publican freshman class that year. It
was the Senator from Texas, Senator
GRAMM, and myself. Senator GRAMM
was already a national figure. He had
burst onto the stage in his home State
of Texas and had served in the House of
Representatives for awhile.

I had been in local government.
Frankly, I didn’t know many people,
and it was sort of a lonely first year in
many ways.

I met JOHN CHAFEE in the Old Senate
Chamber. That is where we had rather
spirited elections for leadership in De-
cember 1984. The one most people no-
ticed was Bob Dole being elected Re-
publican leader to replace Howard
Baker. But also on that day, Senator
CHAFEE was elected chairman of the
Republican conference, as I recall, by
one vote. I think JOHN getting elected
chairman of the Republican conference
by one vote kind of summed up the
odds he was frequently up against, not
only in our conference, where he was
one of the most moderate Members and
frequently at variance with the major-
ity of the conference, but he was a sur-
vivor because people recognized his
personal qualities.

I don’t know a great deal about
Rhode Island, but I am told only 8 per-
cent of the people of Rhode Island con-
sider themselves Republicans. Someone
earlier today described it as the most

VerDate 12-OCT-99 01:02 Oct 26, 1999 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G25OC6.049 pfrm01 PsN: S25PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES13084 October 25, 1999
Democratic State in America. I suspect
that is true. And yet we had here a
man with such enormous personal
qualities that he was elected Governor
multiple times and served in the Sen-
ate from 1976 until his death. Clearly,
there was something special about
JOHN CHAFEE that people came to rec-
ognize and understand.

Most of the causes JOHN pursued
were, shall I say, not particularly good
for the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
He always thought it would be a good
idea to raise cigarette taxes. Well, as
you can imagine, the State has an
enormous number of tobacco growers.
That was rarely something I was en-
thusiastic about. Also, at least part of
our State of Kentucky is in the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority. JOHN always
thought the TVA was something that
ought to be terminated, and I must say
over a period of years, having watched
TVA operate, I am more and more open
to JOHN’s views on the matter, al-
though I haven’t gone quite that far.

Other speakers have said it, but I
think the hallmark of JOHN CHAFEE
was the fact you knew no matter what
he said and did, it was based upon a
great sense of objectiveness. He oper-
ated with enormous personal integrity
and clearly was one of the most pop-
ular Members of the Senate. He always
had an open mind. He was willing to re-
visit an issue.

For example, just last week, in a
rather contentious debate that we fre-
quently have around here on campaign
finance reform, JOHN, whose views were
fundamentally different from mine on
the subject, actually ended up agreeing
with me on one of the proposals we had
before us. It was a tribute to his will-
ingness to revisit an issue, or at least
part of an issue, where he had a long-
standing commitment. But he took a
look at a particular version that we
had before us and reached a different
conclusion.

At the beginning of this Congress—
we have our desks here on the floor on
a seniority basis—I had finally been
around here long enough where I
moved over in the area where a lot of
senior Members are. JOHN was right
here, two desks over. I think it was
really during the impeachment hear-
ing, when we were all here so much of
the time and I felt I got to know JOHN
even better. We were frequently talk-
ing, both in the cloakroom and out
here on the floor, during that very dif-
ficult time.

It is hard for me to imagine a finer
human being than JOHN CHAFEE, who
was an effective Senator, an out-
standing Senator, and really a fine
human being. So we celebrate his re-
markable life, which others have spo-
ken about—from his courage under fire
in World War II and again in Korea, to
his exemplary service to the Nation in
the U.S. Senate. So I say to you,
Ginny, and to all the family, we share
your grief. We will miss JOHN more
than words can express. Not only have
you lost a husband, but the Senate has

lost a great Member, and America has
lost one of its finest statesmen.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina, Mr. HELMS,
is recognized.

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, this is a
sad afternoon for all of us. Senator
CHAFEE and I had been seatmates for
nearly a decade. I can testify that
never once during those years did he
comport himself in the slightest man-
ner to diminish his image—which was
widely held—as a perfect gentlemen
and a dedicated American. His whole
life was such.

He was a man whose dedication to his
wife and family was demonstrable in
everything he did and said. Often were
the times that we exchanged tidbits of
news about his family and mine; we
talked a lot about those whom we love.

I was one of the many Senators who,
with some frequency, did not agree
with some of JOHN’s votes. And you
know, it is a funny thing, Mr. Presi-
dent, he disagreed with me the same
number of times but always pleasantly.
I never doubted that he was genuine,
honest, and sincere in all that he did
and said as a Senator and as a human
being.

I never once heard him speak a harsh
word about anyone, and I never was
aware of his losing his temper. He may
have, but I never saw it.

Mr. President, JOHN CHAFEE was a
thoroughly decent and unfailing gen-
tlemen who was respectful of the opin-
ions and judgments of others but
unyielding in his own opinions. That is
the way it is supposed to be around
here.

Did I like JOHN CHAFEE? You bet. Did
I respect his quiet independence? Of
course. Like the good U.S. Marine that
he was in World War II, he was demon-
strably willing to give his life for his
country and to serve his country in
other capacities, such as Secretary of
the Navy.

I shall miss his sitting next to me; I
shall always remember our agreement
to nudge each other when the rhetoric
in this Chamber caused heads to begin
to nod, which frequently happens when
some long-winded speaker takes up a
lot of time, which I am not going to do
at this time.

JOHN CHAFEE was a friend whom I
shall forever miss, and Dot Helms and
I extend our deepest sympathy to
JOHN’s dear wife, Virginia, whom I ad-
mire greatly, to his five children, and
all of his splendid family which he
loved so dearly.

One final personal note. I know how
the staffs feel; he had two of them—his
personal staff and the committee staff.
I know exactly how they feel this after-
noon. I extend my sympathy to them
as well because I have been there and I
have done that. I served as an adminis-
trative assistant to a distinguished
U.S. Senator in the early ’50s, and he
died unexpectedly; he had a heart at-
tack. I remember the helplessness that
all of us felt. Coming here to make

these remarks, I rode over on the un-
derground trolley that connects the
Dirksen building with the Capitol. In
the car with me was one of Senator
CHAFEE’s staff members. He was sad,
and I told him that I knew exactly how
he felt. It is not a good day. But it is
so good that all of us, the staff mem-
bers, his friends and family, were able
to know and be with JOHN CHAFEE.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the ‘‘Thoughts from Senator
CHAFEE’s Staff’’ be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection. The mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THOUGHTS FROM SENATOR CHAFEE’S STAFF

Working for Senator Chafee was not a job,
it was an honor, and a great one at that.
Each and every one of us—on the personal
staff in Washington . . . the Environment
Committee staff . . . and in the Senator’s
Rhode Island office—felt privileged to be ad-
vancing his legislative priorities, his values,
his vision of government and public service.

In the many wonderful tributes that have
been paid to Senator Chafee, his concern
over issues such as the environment, health
care, civil rights, and gun violence have been
highlighted. He also cared deeply about our
nation’s economic future, and its impact on
generations to come. Senator Chafee cared
about these issues because of their implica-
tions for people generally, but, more specifi-
cally, for the most vulnerable members of
our society—children, the disabled, the frail
elderly, and the low-income. His guiding mo-
tivation was the importance of human dig-
nity, and the belief that government could
make a positive difference in people’s lives.

His sense of public spirit was infectious,
and we have all learned a great deal from
him. But more important than any lesson in
civics is the example he set for all of us
about how to conduct our lives: listen to
both sides; do what’s right; and even if you
don’t prevail, be of good cheer; and always
look for the good in people.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts, Mr. KERRY, is
recognized.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I join my
colleagues in expressing our great sor-
row for the loss of JOHN CHAFEE. He
was a really remarkable, special soul, a
very gentle person, who nevertheless
had a will of steel. He was, in many
ways, sort of an archetypal New
Englander, for those of us who come
from that part of the country. There
was a great quality of independence, a
great ability to march to the beat of
his own drummer. He did that. I think
that in very special ways he was one of
the bridges in the U.S. Senate.

I first crossed paths with JOHN
CHAFEE back during the Vietnam war. I
am proud that his signature is on my
medals. We talked a lot about that
after I came back. He had the great ca-
pacity to reach out across the aisle. I
recall this summer, as a matter of fact,
how he came up to me one evening and
said, ‘‘I am a bachelor; Virginia is not
here.’’ My wife, Teresa, wasn’t here at
the time. He said, ‘‘Let’s go to dinner.’’
So we went down to the Metropolitan
Club, where I heard some other col-
leagues say he often went to dinner. We
just sat and talked a lot about life,
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about war, about his experiences; and
all the divisions of the Senate sort of
melted away because of his gesture.
But it was not strange for JOHN to do
that. Those of us who worked with him
over the years here know that he was
always reaching across the aisle trying
to build a bridge, trying to pull people
together.

I remember when we were in the
throes of a fight over the clean air
amendment in 1990. There were great
meetings in the room back here with
George Mitchell. JOHN CHAFEE, Senator
Mitchell, and a few others with great
calming voices, were reaching out try-
ing to pull people together and find a
path of common sense. That is really
one of the great legacies, the commit-
ment that produced that amendment
and also produced a whole host of ad-
vances with respect to the environ-
ment.

I traveled with JOHN to Rio. We were
part of the delegation for the Rio con-
ference when we had that huge sum-
mit.

I traveled with him again to Kyoto. I
remember one very peaceful moment
when we snuck away to a beautiful
Japanese garden. He was busy looking
at the architecture, experiencing the
remarkable peace of that place, and
laughing at the fact that he had stolen
away from a conference for a few mo-
ments to do so.

JOHN was one of the great calming in-
fluences in this body, a man of extraor-
dinary common sense, a person who al-
ways tried to stand for principle—not
for party, not for ideology, but for
what was best for the State, best for
the country, and best, in his judgment,
for families and for the future.

He was passionate about Rhode Is-
land, and passionate about the coun-
try. And in the end, I think his legacy
will be measured not only by the legis-
lation that he worked on, not only by
his remarkable efforts to help us get a
health care bill in 1993 and 1994, but
meetings which I will forever remem-
ber in his hideaway where he brought
people together trying to forge a cen-
trist plan, which, ultimately, I might
add, helped pave the way for Kennedy-
Kassebaum and for other things that
we have contemplated.

But he understood what his course
was. He had a great sense of who he
was, of what this place meant to him,
and what all of us could achieve. He al-
ways placed those aspirations on the
table as directly and as honestly as
anybody I know in the Senate.

JOHN was also a warrior—a great war-
rior. Underneath the remarkable, doc-
ile, and temperamental person that we
grew to know, there was really this
other person who knew how to fight for
country and for things that were bigger
than him. He did so at Guadalcanal, he
did so in Korea, and he did so in a re-
markable way.

I will always remember Col. Terry
Ball—he became a general, and he is
now retired, just recently, about a
week or two ago—telling me of the re-

markable journey he took with JOHN, a
journey he talked to JOHN about before
he took it, to go back and visit in the
South Pacific those great places that
he was part of with the Marine Corps.

I remember reading William
Manchester’s book, ‘‘Return to Dark-
ness.’’ In many ways, that was the
journey JOHN went on when he went
back there to revisit those places
where he had served with such distinc-
tion but where he also knew such a
profound loss.

This past summer, we shared another
great moment together. We had the
privilege of joining the Secretary of
the Navy on the USS Constitution at
Boston Harbor for a dinner. He was
there with his family—the greater part
of his family. It was a dinner in honor
of JOHN and his service. A number of us
went up there to share that evening.

I must say the sparkle in his eye at
being aboard the ship with the flags
raised, the colors presented, with his
presentation of a walking cane from
the Constitution itself, the sparkle in
his eye that evening is something I will
always remember.

I will never forget his passion for the
Armed Forces, and particularly, of
course, for his beloved Marines.

The Marines have their motto semper
fi, ‘‘forever faithful.’’ It is clear that
motto was the guiding light of JOHN’s
life—forever faithful to his family, to
his love, Virginia, to his children, his
grandchildren, to the Senate, to his
State, and to the principles which guid-
ed them.

He is really Mr. President, with all
respect for all of our colleagues, the
kind of person in this great institution
who is worth emulating. I hope there
will be others such as him in the fu-
ture.

I yield the floor.
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President,

while traveling to Washington today
from my home in Colorado, I learned
the sad news that our colleague, Sen-
ator JOHN CHAFEE, passed away last
evening from heart failure. It is with
deep sadness that I pay tribute today
to this statesman, a great American,
and my friend.

JOHN CHAFEE was born in Providence,
Rhode Island, and graduated from Yale
University and Harvard Law School.
He left Yale to enlist in the Marine
Corps when the United States entered
World War II, and then served in the
original invasion forces at Guadal-
canal. He was recalled to active duty in
1951, and commanded a rifle company
in Korea.

JOHN served for six years in the
Rhode Island House of Representatives,
was elected as Rhode Island’s governor
in 1962, and was reelected in 1964 and
1966.

In January 1969, JOHN CHAFEE was ap-
pointed Secretary of the Navy, and he
began his career in the United States
Senate in 1976. He was reelected to a
fourth term in 1994, with 65 percent of
the vote, and was the only Republican
to be elected to the U.S. Senate from
Rhode Island in the past 68 years.

JOHN CHAFEE has been a leader in the
Senate and indeed the nation to im-
prove the quality of our environment.
As an effective Chairman of the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee,
JOHN built a strong legislative record
for clean air, clean water, conservation
of wetlands, and preservation of open
space.

He also will be long remembered for
his tireless efforts as a senior member
of the Finance Committee to expand
health care coverage for women and
children and to improve community
services for persons with disabilities.

I extend my condolences to JOHN’s
wife Virginia, their five children and
twelve grandchildren.

I will miss my friend and colleague,
Senator JOHN CHAFEE of Rhode Island.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr President, I join
my colleagues today in mourning the
loss of our colleague, JOHN CHAFEE.
JOHN was a good and honorable man
who served his state and his country
with distinction. A devoted public serv-
ant and Member of this body for 23
years, Senator CHAFEE’s influence ex-
tended beyond the aisles and tran-
scended partisan rhetoric. His accom-
plishments as a lawmaker and his un-
questionable influence among his peers
stand as a testament to his ability.

Senator CHAFEE will long be admired
and remembered for his devotion to
this country both as a soldier and pub-
lic servant. His distinguished service in
the military, including serving in the
Marines at Guadalcanal and com-
manding a rifle company in Korea,
were indicative of the man who would
never shy away from duty or responsi-
bility. His record as a legislator, gov-
ernor, and senator in Rhode Island in-
dicate the amount of trust the people
of Rhode Island put in JOHN.

Although political views may vary
from person to person, it is easy to put
these differences aside and to recognize
men of strong character and integrity.
These are qualities which were abun-
dant in JOHN, and his steadying influ-
ence in the United States Senate will
be truly missed. My thoughts and pray-
ers extend to his family and all those
whose lives Senator CHAFEE touched.
f

THE LATE FREDERICK ‘‘RICK’’
HART

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, one
of the most unpleasant tasks we carry-
out is to come to the Senate Floor in
order to mark the passage of friends
who have died. Today, it is my sad
duty to share my memories of a man
who was not only a valued friend, but
one of the nation’s treasures, Mr. Fred-
erick ‘‘Rick’’ Hart, who passed away
unexpectedly in August.

All recognize that Washington is the
capital of the United States, and al-
most all also recognize it as a beautiful
city, with impressive, inspiring and
humbling architecture and monu-
ments. People from all over the world
travel to the District of Columbia to
see and visit places such as the Capitol,

VerDate 12-OCT-99 01:02 Oct 26, 1999 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G25OC6.054 pfrm01 PsN: S25PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-01T10:48:44-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




